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Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Peterchurch Parish Council 

held at The Peterchurch Village Centre 

on Tuesday 16th June 2015 
           No PPC/MW/088 

Councillors Present 

  Councillor Mr. P. J. Clarke Chairman 

  Councillor Mr. R. G. Gaze 

  Councillor Mr. I. McCulloch 

  Councillor Mr. D. Morgan 

  Councillor Ms. S. Murrin 

  Councillor Mrs. R. A. Quelch 

  Councillor Mr. B. C. Treanor 
 

  Clerk Mr. M. Walker 
 

Also Present  

  Ward Councillor Mr. Philip Price, Parish Lengthsman Mr. Dave Williams, 

  Mr. Richard                   , Mr. Simon Cox Sectary and Mr. Kevin Coupland 

  “Herefordshire Festival of Sport” Hitter Professional Cycling Road Race 

  19th and 20th September 2015, 

  Corrin Burgess Dark Skies Officer and 3 further members of the public 
 

The Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council was formally opened by 

the Chairman at 7.00pm 
 

1.0 Apologies for Absence 
  No apologies were received 

  Councillor Mr. M. J. Church Vice – Chairman not present 

  Locality Steward Linzy Outtrim not present 

 Representative from West Mercia not present 
 

2.0 Declarations of Interest & Dispensations 

  2.1 To receive any declarations of interest in agenda items from Councillors 

No declarations of interest received 
 

  2.2  To consider any written applications for dispensation 

    There were no written requests for dispensation 
 

   Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Councillor Forms had been signed by all 

   Parish Councillors 
 

   Notice of Registrable Interest Forms had been completed by all Parish Councillors, 

   copied and submitted to the Monitoring Officer at Herefordshire 
 

3.0 Minutes 

 The Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting No PPC/MW/087 held on Tuesday 26th May 

2015 at 7.00pm were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

The Parish Council Resolved to change the order of business at this time to 

Item 7.0, Item 5.3, Item 5.1, Item 5.2, Item 5.4, Item 11.0 
 

7.0 Herefordshire Festival of Sport 

 “Herefordshire Festival of Sport” Hitter Professional Cycling Road Race 19th and 20th 

September 2015 
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  All three speakers gave an overview of the weekends activities both amateur and professional cycling 

and running with a 3 year commitment for the events 

  Charity benefits, MIND (Mental Health) 

  Working closely with Police, Balfour Beatty Living Places etc 

  Suggested contact to be made with NFU 

  Farmers input needed 

  Councillor Ms. S. Murrin to be main contact, Councillor Mrs. R. A. Quelch to be backup contact 
 

  Working Group to be:- 

   Councillor Mr. P. J. Clarke Chairman, Councillor Mr. M. J. Church Vice - Chairman, 

   Councillor Ms. S. Murrin and Councillor Mrs. R. A. Quelch 
 

5.0 To Receive Reports from:- 

5.3 Dark Skies Officer Report 

   Corrin Burgess Parish Council’s Dark Skies Officer gave an update progress so far 

   National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) had called for a Dark Skies Policy 

   Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) had organised a survey “Shedding The Light” 

   with the Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 

   Corrin suggested producing a “Dark Skies Policy” 

1) Street Lighting 

2) Domestic and Industrial/Commercial Lighting 

Corrin hoped to visit the Brecon Beacons at night 
 

5.1 West Mercia Police 

Police representative not present, see report Item 15.0 
 

5.2 Ward Councillor Mr. Philip Price 
Ward Councillor Mr. Philip Price’s report given to all present 

Golden Valley North ward report  

11th June 15 

Election 

Firstly a big thank you for all the support I received across the ward on being re-elected to 

serve another term as Councillor for the Golden Valley North ward. 

The makeup of the new Council is Conservative 29 members, IOC 12, Independent 8, Lib 

Dems 2,. Greens 2. All members have been appointed to various committees and external 

bodies. All members have received their training for committees much of which was 

mandatory. 

I have been reappointed as Cabinet member for Infrastructure, so continue to deal with the 

Core Strategy, Planning strategy, new road and rail developments and the Local Enterprise 

Partnership transport body, Environmental issues inc, Severn and Wye Regional Flood and 

coastal committee, flooding, nutrient management plan and local nature partnership. West 

Mercia Energy and two associated trusts. 

Planning at Bage Court, Dorstone 

The controversial broiler shed application has been the subject of much debate over the last 6 

months and many views expressed. 

A majority of representations sent to the planners during the consultation periods were against 

this development for a number of reasons and can be viewed on the council website. 

The summary of the Planning Landscape officer report states the following: 

“In conclusion therefore, regrettably I cannot support this application due to the adverse 

impact upon this locally important landscape. The proposal is considered to adversely 

affect the overall character of the landscape which no amount of mitigation would 

overcome and thereby conflicts with LA2 of the Unitary Development Plan.”  

As such, the officer dealing with this application could only recommend refusal. 

As a result the planning team decided that they would recommend refusal, should this 

application be redirected to Planning Committee.  
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The decision to redirect or determine the application was made last week. 

In conjunction with the senior planning officer, the Chairman of the Planning Committee and 

myself, it was concluded that the weight of negative opinion expressed coupled with an officer 

recommendation to refuse would suggest that a delegated decision by the Planning team to 

refuse this application would be the right approach. 

The officer report and reasons for refusal is now available online, and the application has been 

refused. 

The One Show on BBC last Thursday examined this application at Bage Court and looked at 

the landscape and technology behind broiler production. Clearly if the nation wants cheap 

protein, then there will be conflict with landscape and environmental issues. 

The total tonnage of poultry meat eaten in the UK exceeds 2 million tonnes per year and is the 

largest single food by weight of any food product by a mile. Herefordshire is a large producer 

with Cargills processing around 2 million birds a week. This level of production uses 12000 

tonnes of wheat per month from local arable farmers as main ingredient for the chicken feed 

produced at their feed mills at Tram Inn. 

There will almost certainly be a few more of these type of applications to come.  

Core Strategy 

At the time of writing the modifications asked for by the Planning inspector at the hearing in 

February have been through a consultation concluding on 22nd May. Approx. 600 people have 

responded with around 450 responses on one issue about access into the strategic housing 

development in Ledbury. 

These comments have been reviewed and some minor changes to wording have been made so 

the Inspector can conclude her report. 

We anticipate that her report will be available by mid July. Should the report be favourable the 

Core Strategy then requires approval at cabinet for recommendation to Full Council. 

At the time of writing we anticipate a full Council meeting to debate this before the end of July. 

This may change! 

As soon as the Core Strategy is passed at full council it becomes the planning document for all 

applications to be judged against in tandem with the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) It also paves the way for adopting the Neighbourhood plans when they are accepted by 

local communities at local referendum.  

Roads 

Road repairs continue to follow the previous policy and a number of lesser roads have seen  

Tar and chipping surfacing around the ward recently and the centre of Peterchurch is scheduled 

for resurfacing work in July. Sincerely Cllr Philip Price 
 

5.4 Locality Steward’s Report 

 Locality Steward not present see report Item 15.0 

    Councillor Mr. P. J. Clarke Chairman reported on 2 meetings with the Locality Steward 

    Issue raised included 

1) Footway repairs 

2) Gateway options 

3) Flashing speed indicator Signs (SIDs) 

4) The extending of the 30mph speed limit o the B4348 

Discussions were also held with Mr. Simon Hobbs who is Herefordshire Council’s Senior 

Accident Investigation Engineer from the Transportation Unit. 
5) Options regarding road markings following the anticipated resurfacing programme of the  

B 4348 through Peterchurch  with the centre “White Line” road marking being omitted and 

replaced by a single White Line on both sides of the road approximately 1 metre from the edge 

of the road 

6) Yellow parking restriction lines to be re-instated as per the current traffic order 

7) The 30 red road markings were still under discussion as to the best option 
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    Resolved unanimously to support the said improvements with a proviso that the scheme 

    would be at no cost to the Parish Council. 
 

    Further consultation may be required 
 

11.0 Women’s Institute Centenary Year 

 To agree proposed location of bulbs / tree or trees 

  100 years of the Women’s Institute – Dorstone to Peterchurch initiative 

  Various options considered but the Parish Council resolved to approve a mixture of bulbs to be 

planted during September in the verges both ends of the village. 

  Parish Lengthsman Mr. Dave Williams to oversee the project 

  5 x Hi-Vis Jackets for WI planter ladies hopefully to be loaned from BBLP free of charge 
 

The Parish Council Resumed the following order of business 

Item 6.0, Item 8.0, Item 9.0, Item 10.0, Item 12.0, Item 4.0 
 

6.0 Public Question Time 
Designated period of 10 minutes to accommodate members of the public who may wish to either raise 

or ask the Parish Council questions 

  No matters raised 
 

8.0 General Power of Competence 

The Parish Council considered its eligibility for self-accreditation of The General Power of Competence 

  The Parish Council having duly considered the criteria resolved unanimously to re-accredit 

Peterchurch Parish Council with the “General Power of Competence” 
 

9.0 Equal Opportunities Policy 

  To consider Policy for adoption 

  The Parish Council resolved unanimously to adopt the Equal Opportunities Policy to be signed by the 

 Chairman Councillor Mr. P. J. Clarke at the next full Parish Council meeting 
 

10.0 Audio / Visual & Photography at Parish Council Meetings Policy 

  To consider Policy for adoption 

  More information to be obtained from HALC 

  Agenda item for the next full Parish Council meeting 
 

12.0 Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 Latest Neighbourhood Plan is with Kirkwells Consultants 

New Grant Application can be applied for, to include Kirkwells costs as well as proposed printing  and 

the cost of meetings 
 

4.0 Financial Report 

  4.1 Bank Balances as per Statements 

   @ 4th June 2015  Lloyds Treasurers Account   £2,842.41 

   @ 3rd June 2015  Lloyds Deposit Account   £25,431.52 
 

  4.2 Receipts 
   14th May 2015 Bank Giro Credit from Npower Limited (Refund)  £83.74 
 

  4.3 Invoices for Payment 
   Lengthsman Mr. Dave Williams Invoice JBS42    £384.00 

   Peterchurch Village Centre Invoice No 89     £20.00 

   Clerk’s Salary June 2015 Gross      £482.08 

   Vehicle expenses        £10.80 

   Postage         £11.81 

      TAX £43.80 NIC £0.00 

   HMR&C 1st Quarter Payment April May June    £131.60 
 

All payments were Unanimously approved 
 



  2015 -   421 

   Acknowledgement received from Grant Thornton External Auditors for receipt of 

   Annual Accounts for 2014-2015 reference number HRF100 
 

13.0 Contractors Risk Assessments 

 To agree format of risk assessment form and requirement of contractor to provide with relevant invoices 

 Parish Lengthsman Mr. Dave Williams to draw up new Timesheet / Risk Assessment / Health and 

Safety Document in conjunction with the Parish Clerk 

 Meeting to be arranged 
 

14.0 Roads, Street Lighting, Footpaths & Playground 

 Grass Cutting Contract to be agreed earlier next year 

 Parish Clerk to contact Martin Roper reference grass cutting recreation ground and verges 
 

 Climbing Frame has two loose hand holds 

 Surfboard fixing bolts need tightening 

 Litter bin no lid and always full 

 

 Potential additional P3 Footpath Officer Zoe Betteridge 
 

15.0 For Information Only Sheet 

  Sheet to include update on previous action points and a list of correspondence received 

 Correspondence 

 May-July 2015 Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) 

    Wise Owl Training May – July 2015 
 

 Planning Applications Update 

 1st October 2013 P132707/O 

     Site for the erection of up to 89 dwellings 

     including affordable housing (Hawthorn Rise) 

     Construction of vehicular access and other associated works 

    Application still valid 
 

 18th February 2015 Appeal No 142672 

    Field adjacent to the Barn, Lower Snodhill, Herefordshire  

    HR3 6BH 

   Site for proposed dwelling 

   No decision as yet 
 

 June 2015  Parish Paths Partnership (P3) Scheme – Annual Return 

    Signed by P3 Footpaths Officer Mr. Ian McCulloch, Chairman Mr. Paul Clarke  

    and Parish Council Clerk 

    Submitted to Balfour Beatty 
 

 2nd June 2015   Bage Court P143343/F 

    “Peterchurch Parish Council at their Annual Parish Council meeting held on the 

    26th May 2015 had as agenda item No 12 To consider supporting the 

    neighbouring Parish Council for Dorstone in their objections to planning 

    application No P143343/F for Bage Court 

    Resolved by majority to support Dorstone Parish Council’s objection to the 

    proposed Development” 
 

5th June 2015  Linzy Outtrim Senior Locality Steward - Golden Valley 

Dear All This week I am pleased to report that the following works, amongst others, have been  

completed in our locality: 

Golden Valley North 

Pothole repairs across the ward. Placing barriers around an unsafe tree at Blackmere 

Repair of a spring under the C1205. Installation of verge markers at Middlewood 
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Golden Valley South 

Pothole repairs across the ward. Delivery of stile kits, and field gates to landowners for PROW repairs 

Stoney Street 

Pothole repairs across the ward. 400m ditching work on Brampton Road. Sign cleaning 

Delivery of stile kit to landowner. 

Herefordshire Council website is the one-stop-shop for up to date information  
Maps and timetables for grass cutting and pot holes are now available on the Council’s website. 

Grass Cutting Potholes Public Rights of Way 

This week I have completed the C links 2 quarterly inspection – this includes C roads in and around 

Madley, Peterchurch, Blakemere, Preston and Eaton Bishop.  Defects identified on these roads will be 

repaired in the coming days.   Verge cutting has now started, and will continue around the locality.  If 

you are concerned about visibility splays at specific junctions, please raise them here .  Next week I’m 

planning to attend a meeting about the Offa’s Dyke path on Wednesday, and will be inspecting the 

priority C/U roads, as well as trying to complete the backlog of footpath inspections while the weather 

is so nice.  Have a lovely  weekend. Best wishes LinzyLinzy Outtrim Senior Locality Steward – 

Golden Valley Balfour Beatty Living Places - Services Division 
 

4th June 2015  South Hereford Rural Police Briefing 21st May - 4th June 2015 

Crime Trends 

Kingstone Sometime overnight on Sunday 31st May/Monday 1st June, a container at an industrial unit 

on the Dene Industrial Estate was broken into, however there was nothing inside to steal so the would be 

thieves left empty handed Incident ref 320-s-010615 

A brick and timber workshop at Webton Court was broken into between 8pm on Monday 1st June and 

7am on Tuesday 2nd June.  A padlock was forced off the doors and a quantity of power tools were 

stolen including two angle grinders, an electric drill, a set of ratchet spanners, a Stihl chainsaw and a 

Lawnflight strimmer Incident ref 189-s-020615 

Between 9am and 3.45pm on Tuesday 2nd June a detached garage used as a workshop at a property 

outside the village was broken into and a large quantity of tools connected to tree surgery work were 

stolen Incident ref 343-s-020615 

Orcop Between 8am and 4pm on Wednesday 20th May, a garden shed was broken into and an orange 

and black Husqvana CTH 160 ride on mower was stolen Incident ref 446-s-200515 

Scams 

A reader has asked me to share the following details regarding an incident that happened to a friend in 

Hereford -  

A friend of mine was robbed recently in town, it was obviously well planned – she had just put her bag 

in her car in Waitrose car park and she saw a man who seemed distressed – he said he wanted to get to 

the hospital and needed directions but wanted her to draw a map as his English wasn’t good. He 

obviously had an accomplice as her bank cards were taken while she was busy giving him a map. I just 

thought people should be aware. They had obviously watched her using her card as they used her pin to 

withdraw fairly large amounts of money. 

The below link will take you to a very useful guide to avoiding all manner of scams produced by the 

Metropolitan Police recently.  It takes a minute to download but is well worth looking at. 

http://www.met.police.uk/docs/little_book_scam.pdf?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite 

Neighbourhood Watch 

I have been asked to circulate the following information by Inspector Barnett.. 

I would like to update you on a new initiative that your local Police, in Herefordshire, are undertaking. 

The initiative is the employment of a dedicated Watch Scheme Coordinator. This new post has been 

possible because of a ground breaking partnership with Ross on Wye NFU Mutual and has been funded 

by West Mercia Police, Police and Crime Commissioner’s Rural Crime Fund. Mr Paul Crumpton is the 

new Watch Coordinator. He can be contacted by email at paul.crumpton@westmercia.pnn.police.uk or 

by telephone on 01905 727402 or through our switchboard on 101 extension 67102. Please contact him 

if you are currently in a Watch Scheme, interested in starting one or just want some more information 

before making a decision. 

 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/environmental-protection/parks-and-open-spaces/grounds-and-tree-maintenance?q=grass%20cutting&type=suggestedpage
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/maintenance/potholes
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-highways/footpaths-byways-and-bridleways/cg-report-prow-problem
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/environmental-protection/parks-and-open-spaces/grounds-and-tree-maintenance/cg-report-verge-needs-cuttinging
http://www.met.police.uk/docs/little_book_scam.pdf?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_campaign=hootsuite
mailto:paul.crumpton@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
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National Rural Crime Survey 
What are your views on police response in your area? 

How does crime and the fear of crime impact your community? 

Are you concerned about threats to wildlife? 

Give us your views on policing and crime and help us protect rural areas. 

In response to concerns from people living and working in rural areas, the National Rural Crime 

Network is launching the biggest ever survey of rural policing and crime. 

In the face of shrinking budgets, it is important for us to better understand your experiences of policing 

and crime in your area. Have you suffered financial loss, been concerned or worried about safety or feel 

the focus is generally on urban areas? You don’t need to tell us who you are, you can complete the 

survey anonymously. 

If your answer is yes, then please complete our survey. 

Our aim is to use the results of the survey to improve awareness of crime in rural areas and 

encourage crime prevention, inform government policy and help ensure funding is not 

disproportionately lost from rural areas. The results from the survey will inform the police and their 

partners in their work, helping to ensure the right services and resources are available to rural 

communities. 

We can only do this with your help. 
For the 10-15 minutes it will take, your response will make a difference to policing, crime and 

community safety in rural areas. If you want to, you can complete the survey anonymously.  

To start the survey, click on the link below. 

http://www.nationalruralcrimenetwork.net/ Kind Regards Fiona 
 

Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Briefing 19th May - 3rd June 2015 

Crime Trends Clehonger 

Between 7.30am on Wednesday 27th and 7.30am on Thursday 28th May, a garage at a property 

outside the village was broken into whilst the occupants were away.  A child's petrol driven quad bike 

and  John Deere electric ride on tractor were taken along with a Stihl petrol strimmer and chainsaw 

and a Husqvana chainsaw Incident ref 549-s-290515 

Kingstone Sometime overnight on Sunday 31st May/Monday 1st June, a container at an industrial unit 

on the Dene Industrial Estate was broken into, however there was nothing inside to steal so the would 

be thieves left empty handed Incident ref 320-s-010615 

A brick and timber workshop at Webton Court was broken into between 8pm on Monday 1st June and 

7am on Tuesday 2nd June A padlock was forced off the doors and a quantity of power tools were 

stolen including two angle grinders, an electric drill, a set of ratchet spanners, a Stihl chainsaw and a 

Lawnflight strimmer Incident ref 189-s-020615 

Between 9am and 3.45pm on Tuesday 2nd June a detached garage used as a workshop at a property 

outside the village was broken into and a large quantity of tools connected to tree surgery work were 

stolen Incident ref 343-s-020615 

Suspicious vehicles 

A white Ford Transit van MF57OXJ has been seen in the area recently; it was driving very slowly 

along several residential roads in Madley in the afternoon of Wednesday 27th May.  Please keep an 

eye out for it. 

Illegal off road bikes 

Further to PC Milton's recent e-mail on the subject, here is a link to the National Parks website where 

you can report any incidents - 

http://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/ 

When you get to the website, click on 'report it' which you will find on the right hand side of the page. 

Kind Regards Fiona 

Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team PC 2514 Tom Milton PCSO 6173 Fiona Witcher 

PCSO 70147 Paul Davies Peterchurch Police Station Peterchurch HR2 0RR 101 ext 4820 

Team mobile 07779 141232 (Non urgent messages only) 

goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
 
 

http://www.nationalruralcrimenetwork.net/
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16.0 Matters Relayed to the Clerk for Agenda of the Next Meeting 

 Audio/Visual and Photography at Parish Council Meetings Policy 

 Contractors Risk Assessments/Timesheets/Health and Safety 

 Grass Cutting 

 Road Race update 

 Dogs faeces issues on the lane PR17 onto the U75405 
 

17.0 Parish Council Clerk’s Annual Appraisal 

 This item deferred to Agenda the next full Parish Council meeting 
 

18.0 Confirmation of the Next Meeting Date, Time and Venue 

 The next meeting will be an Ordinary Parish Council Meeting and is to be held on Tuesday 21st 

July 2015 with the Venue to be confirmed and is to commence at 7.00pm 

 

Meeting declared closed at 9.55pm 
 

 

Signed………………………....…………….………… 
 

 
 

Parish Council Chairman Councillor Mr. P. J. Clarke 

Date Tuesday 21st July 2015 

 


