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 Summer 2018 

Annual Report 
Chairman’s Report 

Peterchurch Parish Council 2018 
 

  The Neighbourhood plan became a legal document by a 'made 

decision document' on 2nd December 2017 having completed, 

Examination by Mr Robert Bryan who required a hearing (July) to 

consider the 89 house development, the location and scope of the 

recreation ground, adjustment to some wording and two settlement 

boundary issues raised. 

  During discussion some strong criticism of the parish council and its 

consultation process was made by Mr Paul Smith, which was robustly 

refuted by the Parish Council supported by Hereford Council Officers. 

  Minor adjustments were made after the examiners report and the plan 

went to referendum on Thursday 19th October with 81% supporting 

the plan allowing Hereford County to give a 'made decision document' 

on 2nd December 2017 which 'makes' our plan which was produced 

over many years a legal Document. 

  Thank you to ALL who volunteered and contributed to the 

development of the plan. 

  A Joint Services Meeting was held with senior officers from 

Hereford Council and Balfour Beatty on 29th June 2017 to find a way 

forward for:- 

 Traffic Regulation order B4348 – Action agreed with in 6 

months however action started April 2018 10 months – on-going 

 30 mph warning signs 100 m - 200 m – 300 m were agreed 

both ends of the village these have now in April 2018 been said not to 

be legal and the offer withdrawn, the alternative offer is crocodile teeth 

road markings which will not help our parishioners just outside the 

speed limit area. 

 Vehicle Activated Signs 30mph slow down – Type and 

location were approved and the units installed at both ends of the 

village by your Parish Council. We are seeing some speed reduction 

which is encouraging. 

 Street Lighting Hereford Council to developed a proposal to 

take control of our street lights, this has been done and Parish Council 

have agreed a submission and put it to Hereford Council for 

acceptance. 

 An update on the review of Peterchurch Primary School 

and Fairfield High School was requested at the time it was expressed 

firmly that a traffic survey had been carried out by experts, the process 

being scoped by the Education Department and Balfour Beatty 

professionals.  



2 

 

Chairman’s Report (continued) 
 

  No input was required from the Parish Council or the community as it was 

perceived by the Educational Authority that we did not have the required 

expertise. This was revised later and we were promised an update November 

2017, which has not occurred. 

  The Parish Council monthly follows up with our District Councillor to try to 

ensure that the people of Peterchurch has an input to ensure that the school 

access issues are addressed and the best road safety and environmental impacts 

are achieved, ten months with no informed involvement is a concern. 

  Thanks are due to Kate Humberstone who has worked to try to maintain a 

school crossing patrol which Hereford cannot support but her pressure ensured 

that a barrier was installed in front of the Primary School exit. 

  We have a new Localities Steward Mr Paul Norris who has been proactive in 

supporting our concerns and working to resolve those issues he can such as the 

School warning signs in three locations and the flashing lights. 

  We have installed an access gate to our storage unit, a new climbing rope 

section to the play equipment was purchased and installed by councillors Mr 

Richard Gaze and Mr Robert Metcalfe who is working to complete the repairs to 

the kissing gate following the work carried out by Balfour Beatty. An 'H Bar' 

was installed in Church Road following a meeting with Hereford Highways and 

Balfour Beatty who suggested the option to minimise the parking issues which 

have improved. 

  Council recognised that with the 100th anniversary of the cessation of 

hostilities of the First World War in 2018 it would be appropriate to arrange for 

the refurbishment of the war memorial. The first step in the summer of 2017 

was to establish that this monument was owned by the Parish and appropriate 

for a community project, Councillor Ms Sarah Murrin with help from several 

parishioners investigated and prepared information that enabled our Clerk to 

apply for a grant, Thank you. The grant has completed pre-application for 75% 

of the cost and has now been submitted for stage two. A reply is awaited.    

  Having attended a Tackling Loneliness Conference at the invitation of the 

High Sheriff of Herefordshire The Reverend Lady Lisvane in October one thing 

was clear that Peterchurch has an excellent base of activities which are being 

operated by a strong volunteer base, which requires no input from the parish 

council at this time:- 

1. Coffee morning / Lunch club at the Village Hall + other activities 

2. St Peters Centre operates:- 

 The Hub Café 

 Good Neighbour Scheme 

3. Hereford Library service operates a Volunteer run Library in St Peters 

Church Bell Tower 

  The Volunteers and organising committee supporting these activities should be 

applauded. 
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Chairman’s Report (continued) 
 

We considered 18 Planning applications this year:- 

Twelve applications were Granted 

One appeal Granted 

Two applications Refused 

Three applications Still Valid 

These included 
Land adjoining Hawthorn Rise up to 89 houses - Outline 

Permission Granted subject to 106 agreement conditions 

Land adjoining Hawthorn Rise 10 dwellings – Refused 

Land south of Closure Place 10 dwellings- 

Outline approved with conditions 

  A Community Governance Review to increase the Parish Council by one to 

NINE councillors completed its first round with 30 yes 6 no and is on-going. 

  Herefordshire CCG GP Practice services to understand and comment on 

the future of CCG.GP Practice Services an information leaflet was distributed 

to all households in Peterchurch. 

  Herefordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) is       committed to 

being accountable to our patients and public and placing them at the heart of 

everything we do. We ensure they can have their say about Herefordshire’s 

health services. We also make sure that their opinions are listened to by the 

CCG and that we act on concerns. 

  We are engaging with Dorstone Parish Council leading to   develop a 

maintenance plan for the B4348 from Locks Garage to Cusop, Councillor Ms 

Sarah Murrin Vice Chairman to attend working groups on our behalf. 

  Your Parish Council has the following Working Groups to  Review and report 

to council:- 

Financial –      P J Clarke-M J Church-R A Quelch-B C Treanor 

Lengthsman – P J Clarke-S Murrin-R Metcalfe-D Morgan 

Planning –       P J Clarke-R Gaze-R Metcalfe-D Morgan 

Traffic Management – P J Clarke-S Murrin-R Gaze-R Metcalfe- 

                                       D Morgan 

Play Ground Inspections – S Murrin-R Gaze-R Metcalfe- 

                                              R A Quelch 

Neighbourhood Plan – P J Clarke-S Murrin-M J Church- 

                                       B C Treanor 

General Data Protection Reg.—R Gaze-D Morgan-B C Treanor 

  The precept for 2018 – 2019 fiscal year has been increased by £3,000 to 

£21,660 to support the services we supply with the on-going reduction in 

support from Hereford County. 

We agreed again not to claim allowances that councillors are entitled to when 

they are on council business. 
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Chairman’s Report (continued) 
 

  We are continuing the lengthsman scheme with Mr Terry 

Griffiths 2018 -2019 and have made the necessary submission to  

Balfour Beatty and we would thank Mr Griffiths for his efforts. I would 

also thank Councillor Metcalfe for the many and varied voluntary tasks 

he has carried out in the past year, many times without being asked. 

  I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their support and work 

to achieve our goals, District Councillor Philip Price for his  

attendance and contribution to our meetings, our relocated Police team 

for their reports and attendance when they are able. I am delighted to 

see members of the public at our meetings and thank them for their 

contributions and our clerk Malcolm Walker and Sheila Walker for 

their efforts. 
 

Annual Police Report for the Parish of Peterchurch 

May 2017 – April 2018 
 

  The Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team based at Peterchurch 

has now settled in our new base at the Fire Station in the village. We do 

have a spare office where we can speak to members of the public but as 

we are not there all the time it is best to email or ring for an  

appointment rather than just call in. 

  We do not currently have a landline fitted but one is imminent.  In the 

meantime we have work mobile phones. 

  PCSO Pete Knight, who was with us for a year, has relocated to 

Bromyard but thoroughly enjoyed his time in The Valley. We will be 

getting a replacement in the next few months, she is currently in  

training at HQ and will then spend some time in town being mentored 

before being let loose out in the sticks! 

  PCSO Fiona Witcher is now working part time, with a view to retiring 

next year. 

  We have now all been issued with new hand held devices from which 

we can access most of our databases as well as make and receive calls, 

send e-mails and carry out person and vehicle checks. This means we 

are able to spend more time away from our desks and in the  

community. 

  Another bit of kit that has been rolled out across the force is Body 

Worn Video which has been issued to every operational officer and 

able to be used at the officer’s discretion. 
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Peterchurch Recreation Ground Play Area 

As you may be aware 

  The initial cost of providing the children’s play area equipment 

was in excess of one hundred thousand pounds this money  
being raised by a group of likeminded local volunteers, now almost ten 

years ago, clearly without their tenacity there would be no play area. 

  Once completed it was handed over to the Parish Council who since 

then have been responsible for its maintenance. 

  The Parish Council have budgeted through the precept for regular 

upkeep costs, clearly this means that each household in the Parish is 

paying for this through their council tax. 

  Regular inspections are undertaken by your Parish Councillors (on a 

volunteer basis) ROSPA inspections are undertaken by professionals, 

grass cutting and litter picking all have to be paid for by you through 

the precept. 

  Sadly we are now faced with an ever increasing amount of mindless 

vandalism and disgusting graffiti which clearly can be very distressing 

to younger users of the play area. Already some equipment has had to 

be removed due to the repeated costs of repair caused by vandalism. 

Areas of the rubberised floor matting have either been ripped up or set 

fire to. Our local Police are aware of the issues and are making further 

investigations but we do need everyone's help, if you see anything 

please note down time, date etc and report it to the Police. 

  These unnecessary costs are putting even greater demands on your  

precept (council tax) This vandalism has to be stopped remember it is 

your money that these vandals are wasting 
 

 

General Data Protection Regulation (May 2018) 

Would you like to receive Parish Council related information  

and News Letters by email 

(this will save your council tax money by not having to print and 

post out so many news letters) 

Please copy and paste the statement below and include the first 

line of your postal address emailing to the Parish Council Clerk  

Peterchurchparishclerkmw@btinternet.com 
 

Please send by email all future copies of the news letter and other 

relevant Parish Council information 

The 1st Line of my postal address is……………………………. 
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 The annual accounts were approved at the May 15th 2018  

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. Relevant information  

regarding those accounts and the 2018 audit regime are available 

on the Parish Council website www.peterchurchparishcouncil.org 

and on the parish notice board at the Bus Stop at the northern end 

of the village on the opposite side to the Nags Head 

 This years external auditors are PKF Littlejohn and the current 

regime dictates that Parish Council’s where either income or  

expenditure (whichever is the higher) exceeds £25,000 during the 

relevant year will provide a completed Annual Governance and  

Accountability Return Part 3. 

This has been completed and is currently with the Auditors  

1 2 3 4 5 

2017-2018 2017-2018 Income 2018-2019 2019-2020 

Budget Actual   Budget Budget 

 £        10.00   £         12.19  Bank Interest  £         10.00   £         10.00  

 £  18,660.00   £   18,660.00  Annual Precept  £   21,660.00   £   21,660.00  

 £       651.00   £        651.00  Parish Lengthsman Scheme 17-18  £              -     £              -    

 £             -      Lengthsman Support Grant HFD  £              -     £              -    

 £       360.00   £        375.00  Donations  £       360.00   £       360.00  

    War Memorial Restoration Grant  £    1,612.00    

   £     1,925.00  NHP Communities Gov. Grant ii     

 £        13.00   £         14.32  Wayleave  £         15.00   £         15.00  

 £    2,500.00   £     2,894.76  Vat Recovered  £    3,750.00   £    2,500.00  

 £  22,194.00   £   24,532.27  Total Income  £   27,407.00   £   24,545.00  

 £     27,760.65  Opening balance April 2017 

 £     21,005.45  Closing Balance March 2018 

  Balance Allocation (reserves) 

 £       2,295.95  Election Fund  

 £         157.54  Garden Club Donation 

 £       4,500.00  Contingency 

 £       4,500.00  Traffic Management Scheme 

 £       7,000.00  Recreational / Sports facilities support fund 

 £       2,551.96  Parish Council Unallocated Funds 
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1 2 3 4 5 

2017-2018 2017-2018 Expenditure 2018-2019 2019-2020 

Budget Actual   Budget Budget 

 £    7,550.00   £    7,357.30  Clerks Salary  £    7,510.00   £    7,660.00  

 £       275.00   £       267.75   Expenses  £       275.00   £       275.00  

 £       100.00   £         62.14  Post  £       100.00   £       100.00  

 £        30.00   £         28.80  Computer Software Update  £         30.00   £         30.00  

 £       175.00   £       258.07  Stationery & Consumables  £       250.00   £       250.00  

 £       300.00   £       235.00   Audit  £       250.00   £       250.00  

 £       545.00   £       530.15   Insurances  £       550.00   £       560.00  

 £       760.00   £         35.00   Subscriptions ICO  £         35.00   £         35.00  

 £    1,800.00   £    1,283.16  Parish News Letter  £    1,400.00   £    1,400.00  

   £         40.00  Community Governance Review      

 £        25.00   £         22.00  Parish Web Site  £         25.00   £         25.00  

 £             -     £    2,094.12  Neighbourhood Development Plan     

   £       144.00  Transparency Compliance Funding     

 £        25.00   £              -    Chairman's Expenses  £         25.00   £         25.00  

 £       360.00   £       410.00  Meeting Room Rent  £       420.00   £       420.00  

 £       200.00   £              -    Training  £       100.00   £       100.00  

 £             -     £    1,609.67  Elections      

 £    2,500.00   £    3,077.23  VAT Paid  £    2,500.00   £    2,500.00  

 £       651.00   £       651.00  Parish Lengthsman Scheme Grant  £              -     £              -    

 £    3,558.00   £    3,059.00  Lengthsman Extra Support Parish C  £              -     £              -    

 £             -     £       382.00  Lengthsman 2016-2017 Payment  £              -     £              -    

    Parish upkeep  £    4,537.00   £    4,665.00  

 £             -      Dore Community Transport  £       200.00   £       200.00  

 £             -     £    1,802.48  Play Equipment / Area Maintenance   £    2,000.00   £    2,000.00  

 £    2,000.00   £    1,572.00  Maintenance Recreation Field  £    2,000.00   £    2,000.00  

 £       300.00   £       300.00  Telephone Kiosk Sponsorship  £       300.00   £       300.00  

 £       500.00   £       560.35  Street Lamp Power  £              -     £              -    

 £       250.00   £              -    Street Lamp Repairs / Upgrades  £              -     £              -    

 £             -     £    5,335.00  SID Purchase / Maintenance  £       100.00   £       100.00  

 £       150.00   £              -    39a Bus Service  £       150.00   £       150.00  

 £        40.00    War Memorial Restoration  £    2,150.00   £              -    

 £       100.00   £       171.25  Parish Maintenance  £              -     £              -    

    To be Allocated to Contingency Fund  £    2,500.00   £    1,500.00  

 £  22,194.00   £  31,287.47  Total Expenditure  £   27,407.00   £   24,545.00  

 £             -    -£    6,755.20     £              -     £              -    
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Printed and Edited by the Parish Council Clerk Mr M Walker on behalf of 

Peterchurch Parish Council 
A Quality Parish Council Serving the Local Community 

Your Councillors are 
Cllr  Mr Paul Clarke   Chairman 

    01981   550470 

Cllr  Ms Sarah Murrin   Vice-Chairman 

  Tel   01981        550501 / 550467 

Cllr  Mr Maurice Church 

  Tel   01981   550658 

Cllr  Mr Richard Gaze 

  Tel.  01981   550333 

Cllr  Mr Robert Metcalfe 

    01981   550720 

Cllr  Mr David Morgan 

  Tel   01981   550748 

Cllr  Mrs Rosemary Quelch 

  Tel   01981       551961 / 550201 

Cllr  Mr Brendan Treanor 

  Tel   01981   550482 

Ward Cllr Mr Philip Price 

  Tel.  01981   500349 

Next Parish Council Meetings 

will be held in The Peterchurch Village Hall on 

Tuesday July  17th  2018  7.00pm 

Tuesday September 18th  2018  7.00pm 

Tuesday October  16th  2018  7.00pm 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Highway problems, Pot Holes etc. should be reported to 

Herefordshire Council  Tel 01432 261800 
Or on their website 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-

highways/maintenance/roads-maintenance/ 
The Parish Council Clerk can be contacted during Office Hours 

by Telephone on 01981 259973 

Email Peterchurchclerkmw@btinternet.com 


